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E.0.11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, LE 

SUBJECT: SERIOUS CLASHES IN EAST BEIRUT ENDANGER TRUCE 
REF: BEIRUT 12742 (14 OCT I420Z) 

1. SUMMARY: LIGHTING SPREAD IN SEVERAL QUARTERS OE 
BEIRUT NIGHT OE OCT 14-15. ALTHOUGH THERE HAS NOT YET BEEN 
A WIDESPREAD RETURN TO THE BARRICADES, THE DEVELOPING 
TRUCE IS IN JEOPARDY AS OE MID-DAY OCT 15. THE "NATIONAL 
DIALOGUE COMMITTEE" STILL GOES THROUGH ITS PACES BUT RE- 
SULTS ARE MINOR SO FAR. END SUMMARY. 

2. ESCALATED LIGHTING IN SEVERAL QUARTERS OE EAST BEIRUT 
NIGHT OE OCT 14-15 HAS BROUGHT BACK THE THREAT OE MAJOR CIVIL 
STRIEE, JUST WHEN THE COUNTRY'S POWER BROKERS SEEMED 
AGAIN ON THE VERGE OE A SETTLEMENT. CLASHES WERE SEVERE 

IN NABA, SIN EL-EIL, AND DEKWANEH-THE SOLE AREAS OE 
SERIOUS LIGHTING THE NIGHT BEFORE-BUT THIS TIME MAJOR EX- 
CHANGES OE FIRE ALSO INCLUDED THE TEL ZAATAR REEUGEE CAMP, 

THE CHRISTIAN STRONGHOLD OF ASHRAFIYEH, AND THE ARMENIAN 
QUARTER OE BOURJ HAMMOUD, ALL NEARBY. MANY ROUNDS OF 
MORTAR AND (ACCORDING TO SEVERAL REPORTS) 23MM ANTI-AIRCRAET 
BATTERIES USED AS ARTILLERY WERE FIRED EROM THE TEL ZAATAR 
CAMP TOWARD ASHRAEIYEH. SOME OF THESE ROUNDS FEF.L IN 
BOURJ HAMMOUD, WHICH IS CAUSING A SHARP REACTION AMONG 
ARMENIANS TODAY, OCT 15, EOR THE EIRST TIME IN THIS YEAR'S 
LIGHTING. 

3. CLASHES REPORTEDLY WERE CONTINUING THIS MORNING IN 
EAST BEIRUT, THOUGH SOMEWHAT REDUCED, AND SEVERAL OTHER 
QUARTERS EARTHER WEST WERE AEEECTED ALSO ON A SMALLER SCALE. 
THE DORA TRAFEIC CIRCLE NEAR BOURJ HAMMOUD WAS BLOCKED 

BY ARMED MEN. TENSIONS ARE ALSO RETURNING TO CHIYAH, 

PACIEIED SINCE THE WEEKEND, FOLLOWING THE NEWS THAT LIVE 
CHIYAH RESIDENTS HAVE BEEN KIDNAPPED. HOWEVER, AS YET 
(1200 HOURS LOCAL, OCT 15) NO WIDESPREAD RETURN TO THE 
BARRICADES IS OBSERVABLE. 

4. TRIPOLI IS SAID TO BE STILL QUIET AFTER THE TRUCE AR- 
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RANGED WITH PLO HELP OCT 13. HOWEVER, THERE ARE NEW 
REPORTS OF TENSION IN THE BEKAA VALLEY EOLLOWING KIDNAP- 
PINGS OF FOUR MEN EROM A MOSLEM VILLAGE NEAR ZAHLE. 

5. "WAIT AND SEE" ATTITUDE ON THE PART OE BEIRUT BUSINESS 
AND BANKING COMMUNITY, REPORTED EARLIER, PROVED JUSTI- 
EIED BY OVERNIGHT EVENTS. BANKS, PORT AND MOST SHOPS 
CLOSED TODAY. AUB YESTERDAY ANNOUNCED INDEEINITE POST- 
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PONEMENT OF CLASSES SCHEDULED TO BEGIN TODAY. ALTHOUGH 
NO SERIOUS SHORTAGE OF FOODSTUFFS HAS DEVELOPED, SUGAR, FLOUR, 
POWDERED MILK, CANNED MEATS, AND SIMILAR ITEMS THAT CAN 
BE HOARDED FOR AN EMERGENCY ARE IN SHORT SUPPLY. 

6. THE "NATIONAL DIALOGUE COMMITTEE" MET YESTERDAY. 

THE PLO'S FIVE-POINT MEMORANDUM HANDED TO PREMIER 
KARAME THE DAY BEFORE (REFTEL) WAS READ TO THE COMMITTEE 
AND A DEBATE ENSUED ON THE PALESTINIAN PRESENCE. (THE 
REPORT REFTEL THAT THE COMMITTEE MAY HAVE TAKEN NOTE 

OF THE MEMORANDUM OCT 13 WAS ERRONEOUS.) THE MEMORANDUM'S 
TEXT READ TO COMMITTEE AND PUBLISHED IN TODAY'S PRESS DIFFERS 
FROM THE VERSION REFTEL, CHIEFLY IN THAT I OMITS DECLARATION 
THAT LEBANESE ARE FREE TO DEBATE LEBANESE-PALESTINIAN RE- 
LATIONS BUT ADDS STATEMENT THAT GOL SHOULD EXERCISE 
AUTHORITY THROUGHOUT LEBANESE TERRITORY. YESTERDAY'S 
DIALOGUE COMMITTEE DEBATE REPORTEDLY RESULTED IN GENERAL 
APPROVAL OF MEMORANDUM, EVEN BY GEMAYEL WHO PRAISED 
ARAFAT BUT WONDERED WHETHER "RESISTANCE" WAS UNITED 
UNDER HIS LEADERSHIP. KARAME TOLD PRESS AFTER SESSION THAT 
COMMITTEE CONSIDERED PLO MEMORANDUM "POSITIVE AND 
CONSTRUCTIVE." 

7. DIALOGUE COMMITTEE NOT YET SCHEDULED TO MEET AGAIN, 

BUT POLITICAL SUBCOMMITTEE DUE TO HOLD FIRST SESSION TOMORROW. 
THIS TAKES PLACE AMID UNCONFIRMED REPORT THAT INTMIN 
CHAMOUN IS MIFFED OVER COMPOSITIN OF THIS SUBCOMMITTEE. 
CHAMOUN DID NOT ATTEND YESTERDAY'S SESSION OF FULL COMMIT- 
TEE. 

8. WITH ATTENTION TURNED TOWARD CAIRO FOREIGN MINISTERS 
MEETING, ONLY OTHER EVEN ON POLITICAL FRONT IS PUBLICATION 
OF MEMORANDUM SUBMITTED TO PRES FRANGIE BY HEAD OF 
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MARONITE MONASTERIES AND HEAD OF MARONITE LEAGUE. THESE 
GROUPS ARE AMONG LEADING CLERICAL AND LAY ORGANIZATIONS OF 
MARONITES. BIAS OF BOTH IS HARD-LINING CHRISTIAN, AS 
SHOWN BY CONTENT AND TONE OF MEMORANDUM. IT STRESSED 
VIEW THAT DEMANDS FOR REFORM CAN BE CONSIDERED ONLY AFTER 
LEBANESE AUTHORITIES HAVE RESTORED FULL CONTROL OVER LEB- 
ANESE TERRITORY, A REFERENCE TO PALESTINIAN INROADS. THE 
DOCUMENT ALSO CRITICIZED KARAME'S "SALVATION GOVT" 

AND THE NON-USE OF THE ARMY IN THE PRESENT CRISIS. 

GODLEY 
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